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[P] Said R. Aha, “And most wine turns to vinegar [if it is not 
watched].” 


[Q] There were elders in Sepphoris, who, when the first rain 
came, could smell the dirt and tell the people how much 
water would come that year. 


Said R. Eleazar, “‘Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a man to 
humble himself? [Is it to bow down his head like a rush, and to spread 
sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast and a day 
acceptable to the Lord?]’ (Is. 58:5). This is not the [kind of] fast that I 
desire.” 


What kind of fast do I desire? “‘Is not this the fast that I choose: to 
loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let 
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your 
bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
[when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from 
your own flesh (Is. 58:6- 7)]?’ 


“What is written thereafter? 


“That when you call, the Lord will answer; when you cry, He will say: 
Here I am ... (Is. 58:8).’” 


Said R. Simeon b. Lagish, “It is written, ‘But a mist went up from the 
earth and watered the whole face of the ground’ (Gen. 2:6). 


“When there will be breaking down below, forthwith rain will come.” 


Said R. Berekhiah, “It is written, ‘May my teaching drop as the rain, 
[my speech distil as the dew, as the gentle rain upon the tender grass, 
and as the showers upon the herb]’ (Deut. 32:2). 


“This means, let men break their stubbornness through repentance, and 
it will rain forthwith.” 


R. Berekhiah fasted for thirteen fast days, and it did not rain. In the 
end, locusts came. He went in and preached before the community, 
“Our brethren! See what we have done. Is this not that which the 
prophet rebukes us with: 


[J] “*Their hands are upon what is evil, to do it diligently; [the prince 
asks and the judge is ready to ask for a bribe, and the great man 
utters the evil desire of his soul; thus they weave it together]’ (Mic. 
7:3). 


